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having headquarters there ; while the combined services of the industrial 
and liberal arts agencies are immeasurable. A recent and now well- 
known activity which has benefited the entire section as well as Illinois 
is referred to in the commencement of research in western history by the 
history department in 1905. The outcome is expected to be the "most 
valuable set of local records in the West ' ' In conclusion there are sug- 
gestions relative to ways of bettering the workings of the institution and 
improving its services for the state. Several appendices throw light 
upon the growth of the university and a fair index assists the reader. 

C. Ray Aurnbb 

Economic history of Wisconsin during the civil war decade. By Freder- 
ick Merk. [Publications of the state historical society of Wisconsin, 
edited by Milo M. Quaife. Studies, volume i] (Madison: State 
historical society of Wisconsin, 1916. 414 p. $2.00) 

No student of the economic history of the central west who attempts 
to go beyond its most superficial aspects will fail to be an attentive reader 
of this monograph. Generalizations concerning the development of in- 
dustry in this region will be comparatively meaningless without intimate 
knowledge of such details as are here set forth in abundance. And the 
working out of these details is of fundamental importance, because, in 
the author's words, "As an industrial community Wisconsin during the 
Civil War was typical of the Northwest." 

We have in Mr. Merk's book, then, something more than local and state 
history. Further, he gives us more than a study of the civil war years, 
1861-1865. In scholarly fashion he sees events both before and after the 
period he is studying, and in consequence the story, in some of its topics, 
covers the entire range of years between the two financial crises, 1857 
and 1873. Quoting again: "Developments brought to a close during 
the war I have attempted to trace to their origin ; changes begun during 
the war I have briefly carried either to their conclusion or to the point 
at which it has seemed profitable to leave them." Naturally, however, 
the central motive of the book is found in the task of tracing the effects 
that civil war conditions had upon the economic life of Wisconsin. 

The chapters follow in the main the principal industries of the state : 
agriculture, lumbering, mining, manufacturing, labor, banking, trade. 
There are three chapters on railroad history, devoted respectively to the 
subtitles, mortgages, construction, and consolidation. These are followed 
logically by a discussion of the anti-monopoly revolt of 1865-1866 and 
the futile efforts for railroad regulation that followed. Chapters on 
upper Mississippi river commerce and the commerce of the great lakes 
conclude the book. 
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It is almost needless to say that this work is based entirely upon source 
materials, the author having done his work among the rich stores found 
in the library of the Wisconsin state historical society. Mr. Merk was 
also fortunate in having the guidance of the superintendent of that soci- 
ety, Mr. M. M. Quaife. 

The outstanding merits of his work reveal the fact that the author pos- 
sesses striking qualities as investigator and writer. There is every evi- 
dence that he has thoroughly mastered the enormous mass of material 
that it was necessary to study. No such clear and orderly story could 
have been produced otherwise. There is no place where facts are 
jumpled together merely because they had been accumulated, leaving the 
reader to extract something or nothing, as he may by way of digestible 
product. The facts stated all lead to conclusions or illustrate the move- 
ments that are being traced. Indeed, one of the most noticeable features 
of the work is the careful way in which causes and results are reasoned 
out and then stated in their clearest terms. 

Mr. Merk's style is simple and interesting. It would serve as a model 
for historical monographs. There are sections, as for instance in the 
history of Wisconsin railroads, that are of almost dramatic interest. 

The book has a map showing Wisconsin in 1865, and numerous illus- 
trations. The editor announces that this is the first of a new series of 
historical studies to be published by the society. Elsewhere he ventures 
the prediction that the writers of succeeding volumes will find it difficult 
to excel this work in the qualities that make the best type of historical 
writing. 

Albert H. Sanford 

Story of Minnesota. By E. Dudley Parsons, instructor in English, West 
high school, Minneapolis, Minnesota. (Chicago: American book 
company, 1916. 335 p. $.80) 

Minnesota has long needed a history of the state adapted for use in 
the public schools. It was to meet this need that the present volume was 
written. It fulfills the requirements of a text book in the arrangement 
of subject matter, questions, and summaries, as well as in the consistent 
carrying out of the main theme, the development of Minnesota's material 
resources. Moreover the student's interest is quickened by the numer- 
ous illustrations. It is to be regretted, however, that some of these are 
lacking in historic value while others are actually misleading. Their 
place might better have been filled by good outline maps which at many 
points are needed to elucidate the text. 

But it is not as a textbook that the volume compels adverse criticism; 
it is as a history. The author, confessedly, has sought to write a history 



